













ment must be made on whether or not we 
go ahead.”’ 


The investigation, which began more 
than a year ago, is being conducted by the 
Justice Department’s organized crime 
strike force in Chicago. According to the 
sources, Douglas P. Roller, the chief of 
the strike force, has sent department offi- 
cials here a recommendation, but the 
sources declined to say whether he had 
urged prosecution of Mr. Cannon. 


Department sources said that the deci- 
sion on whether to seek an indictment } 
would be made by Philip B. Heymann, j 
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Mr. Cannon, a member of the Senate, 
for 22 years, is chairman: of the Senate 
Commerce Commitee and is a,ranking | 
member of the Armed Services Commit-- 
tee. ie 
`- Sources in the department said that a. 


By EDWARD T. POUND 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 29 — The Justice 
Department will decide by the end of thie 
year whether to seek an indictment of 
Senator Howard W. Cannon, Democrat of 
Nevada, on charges that he conspired to 
violate Federal bribery laws, department 
sources said today. 

“T don’t know what’s likely to happen, 
but it’s going to be a close call,” said a 
Federal investigator who is familiar with 
the case. “The truth is the investigation is 
virtually complete — all the facts, as best 
we know them, are in— and. now the judg- 
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| the Assistant Attorney General if charge 
of the department’s criminal division. — 
Heads Senate Panel s 
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grand jury in Chicago had been looking, 
into an attempt by Mr..Cannon last year 
to acquire an interest in a potentially 
hicrative parcel of Nevada land that was : 
(nea bv.a pension fund of the Interna: 
Îi třonal Brotherhood of Teamsters. THe ; 
t| grand jury, the sources said, has been if- | 
| vestigating whether Mr. Cannon’s lt- 
tempt to acquire the interest was linked | 
|| to his efforts to weaken legislation S| 
i| deregulate trucking. The teamsters have 
| opposed deregulation. | 
The sources said that a key figure and | 
target in the case was Allen M. Dorfman, | 
'a Chicago insurance executive and ex- , 
convict who they said had long had close | 
| ties to the teamsters’ union and figures in : 
organized crime. | 
` The New York Times reported earlier | 
\this year that the investigation of Mr. 
Ei non began in 1979 after agents of the 
-Rederal Bureau of Investigation, while 
mpbnitoring a wiretap on a Dorfman tele- | 
phone, overheard a conversation betw¢en ` 
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him and Mr. Cannon. At the time, FẸd-, 
eral law-enforcement officials have ss Sarg 
|Mr. Cannon was leading a successful Sullty of wrong 
| fight on Capitol Hill to take jurisdictionsflated and that he was not guilty o È 
over cnet canis truckINg, | one ugh Mr. Cannon had often voke 
AEI OLS Nee aay Hmisgivings about de-emphasizing regula 
2 The Cannon inquiry, according to Jus-¥ pions in the trucking area, he sponsiyre 
| tice Department sources, is part of an in- legislation this year providing for limite 
vestigation known as Pendorf, which also deregulation. The bill, which was de- 
involves other activities of Mr. Dorfman. ‘signed ‘to open up competition in the 
Mr. Cannon has said that he voluntarily | tricking industry, was signed bygBresi- 
testified before the grarid jury last April || gant Carter on July 1. P Ei 








11, but he has refused to discuss his testi- '} 

mony. He has said that he discusses} 
trucking ‘legislation and the pension fund 

land with Mr. Dorfman, but he has in, | 

| sisted that the two matters were unre, 
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‘No evidence has arisen showinght 
Mr’ Cannon received any money ompi w 
erty,as a result of his dealings withy 
Dorfman. 
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